THE   STORY   OF   SWEDENBORG

one of the many campaigns of Charles XII of Sweden.
He was a great authority upon astronomy and physics,
the author of learned works upon the tides and the
determination of latitude. He was-a zoologist and an
anatomist. He was a financier and political economist
who anticipated the conclusions of Adam Smith.
Finally, he was a profound Biblical student who had
sucked in theology with his mother's milk, and lived
in the stern Evangelical atmosphere of a Lutheran
pastor during the most impressionable years of his
life. His psychic development, which occurred when
he was fifty-five, in no way interfered with his mental
activity, and several of his scientific pamphlets were
published after that date.

With such a mind it is natural enough that he
should be struck by the evidence for extra-mundane
powers which comes in the way of every thoughtful
man, but what is not natural is that he should himself
be the medium for such powers. There is a sense in
which his mentality was actually detrimental and
vitiated his results, and there was another in which it
was to the highest degree useful. To illustrate this
one has to consider the two categories into which his
work may be divided.

The first is the theological. Thkx seems to most
people outside the chosen flock a useless^nd perilous
side of his work. On the one hand he accepts the
Bible as being in a very particular sense the work of
God. Upon the other he contends that its true mean-
ing is entirely different from its obvious meaning, and
that it is he, and only he, who, by the help of angels,
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